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Commentary—by Jan Carey 

 

AAUW Public Policy issues are progressive.  Awareness, advoca-

cy and action are central to AAUW’s mission and goals.   

 

AAUW’s public policies are meant to encourage public thought 

and develop strategies and legislation which will enhance the 

lives of women and young girls.  

 

Action is often best achieved by the women who participate in 

public discourse and seek political office.  

 

That said, this special election issue features all female candi-

dates who are running for political office in our locale.   

 

This issue will provide basic information for Election Day —

where to vote,  how to register, who can vote, etc.  

 

This issue will examine our Right-to-Vote.  Voter Suppression is 

of great concern and AAUW is meeting that challenge.  

www.aauw.org/tag/voting-and-elections/ 

 

Participate and engage  -  November 8th.   

AAUW-Hibbing Newsletter—Election 2016 Issue  

Contact Us 
Give us a call for more infor-

mation about AAUW-Hibbing. 

Sharon Kearney,  
President 
Phone:  218-263-3946 

Email: rskearney@q.com 

Visit us on the web at :  

AAUW-MN 

 

 

Visit us on FB:  

AAUW Hibbing Area—MN 

Branch  

http://www.aauw.org/tag/voting-and-elections/
http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-mn.aauw.net/branches/hibbing/


WHO CAN VOTE 

To be eligible to vote in Minnesota you must:  

 Be at least 18 years old on Election Day 

 Be a citizen of the United States 

  Have resided in Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding Election Day 

 Have any felony conviction record discharged, expired or completed 

 Not be under court-ordered guardianship where a court has revoked your voting rights 

 Not have been ruled legally incompetent by a court of law 

WHEN TO VOTE 

Polls open form 7a.m. to 8 p.m. on Nov. 8.  In some townships, polls open at 10a.m. 

WHERE TO VOTE 

Go the MN Secretary of State website—Poll finder.  http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/ 

ARE YOU REGISTERED? 

Go the MN Secretary of State website— http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/

register-to-vote 

REGISTERING ON ELECTION DAY  

Go to MN Secreatry of State website— http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/

register-to-vote/register-on-election-day/ 

ABSENTEE VOTING  

You can vote early by using an absentee ballot, instead of voting in person at the polling 

place on Election Day.  You can vote absentee by mail or in person.  Voting in person may 

be conducted at your local City Hall.  

 

MORE INFORMATION:   http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/ 

http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/register-on-election-day/
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/register-on-election-day/
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/


 

 

 

 

 

 

In this election year, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is under attack. Recent Supreme Court rulings may have devastating 

effects to the outcome of national and state elections.  Become informed and aware of voter suppression tactics at your 

polling places.   

Voter Suppression   

“Voter suppression is alleged to be a strategy to influence the outcome of an election by discouraging or preventing people from 

exercising the right to vote. It is distinguished from political campaigning in that campaigning attempts to change likely voting 

behavior by changing the opinions of potential voters through persuasion and organization. Voter suppression, instead, 

attempts to reduce the number of voters who might vote against a candidate or proposition advocated by the suppressors.  

The tactics of voter suppression can range from minor dirty tricks that make voting inconvenient, to illegal activities that 

physically intimidate prospective voters to prevent them from casting ballots. Voter suppression could be effective if a signifi-

cant amount of voters are intimidated or disenfranchised.”  [Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, 2016] 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is a landmark piece of federal legislation in the United States that prohibits racial discrimina-

tion in voting. It was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson during the height of the Civil Rights Movement on Au-

gust 6, 1965, and Congress later amended the Act five times to expand its protections. Designed to enforce the voting rights 

guaranteed by the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, the Act secured voting rights 

for racial minorities throughout the country, especially in the South. According to the U.S. Department of Justice, the Act is 

considered to be the most effective piece of civil rights legislation ever enacted in the country. 

The Act contains numerous provisions that regulate election administration. The Act's "general provisions" provide nationwide 

protections for voting rights. Section 2 is a general provision that prohibits every state and local government from imposing any 

voting law that results in discrimination against racial or language minorities. Other general provisions specifically outlaw 

literacy tests and similar devices that were historically used to disenfranchise racial minorities. 

The Act also contains "special provisions" that apply to only certain jurisdictions. A core special provision is the Section 5 

preclearance requirement, which prohibits certain jurisdictions from implementing any change affecting voting without re-

ceiving preapproval from the U.S. Attorney General or the U.S. District Court for D.C. that the change does not discriminate 

against protected minorities.  Another special provision requires jurisdictions containing significant language minority popu-

lations to provide bilingual ballots and other election materials. 

Section 5 and most other special provisions apply to jurisdictions encompassed by the "coverage formula" prescribed in Section 

4(b). The coverage formula was originally designed to encompass jurisdictions that engaged in egregious voting discrimina-

tion in 1965, and Congress updated the formula in 1970 and 1975. In Shelby County v. Holder (2013), the U.S. Supreme Court 

struck down the coverage formula as unconstitutional, reasoning that it was no longer responsive to current conditions. The 

Court did not strike down Section 5, but without a coverage formula, Section 5 is unenforceable.  [Wikipedia, the free encyclope-

dia, 2016] 

 



 

LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 

Hibbing:   

Kim (Kotonias) McLaughlin  

Erica Gray  

Rachel Sullivan 

Chisholm:   

Darcy Lucas  

Clarice Sever 

Nashwauk-Keewautin:   

Mary Jane Damjanovich  

Barb Kalmi 



 

ST.LOUIS COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 7  

Melissa Scaia   

www.melissascaiaforcountycommissioner.com/ 

Platform:   (excerpts from Scaia website) 

A Safe Iron Range—Public safety is a core and essential ser-

vice of our county government.  Melissa (Petrangelo) Scaia 

has an extensive leadership history in working with county level law enforcement 

agencies, probationary services and prosecutor's offices.  

Developing our Community:  Economics, Culture, and "Quality of Life" 

Diversifying the economy and promoting our region's quality of life can deliver stabil-

ity when the mining industry takes its inevitable dips.   Investing in, and reinvesting in 

our local companies is where the diversity begins.  That is how the Iron Range will 

grow stronger. 

Roads, Bridges and Infrastructure 

It is the role and responsibility of St. Louis County to maintain the over 3,000 miles of 

roads and 600 bridges in St. Louis County.  Currently there is a half cent sales tax that 

was created to provide the revenue need to fix our vast infrastructure in St. Louis 

County.  This minimal tax has already generated approximately $12 million in revenue 

in its first year.  This revenue is dedicated to roads, bridges and to maintain roads.  

Health and Human Service Needs:  Children, Elderly, Veterans, Families in Need and 

Vulnerable Adults 

As a long time worker in the human service field, Melissa (Petrangelo) Scaia has 

worked collaboratively with county staff for victims of child abuse, domestic and sexu-

al violence and for families needing on-going support.   Because of this extensive ex-

perience in this regard, Melissa (Petrangelo) Scaia is uniquely positioned to provide a 

unique and effective leader on the county board.  

 

 

http://www.melissascaiaforcountycommissioner.com/


 

MN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 6A 

Julie Sandstede 

http://www.juliesandstede.com/ 

Platform:  (excerpts from Sandstede website) 

Education 

A lifelong educator, I am committed to ensuring children on the Iron Range have the same 

educational opportunities as students in other parts of the state. I will work hard to make college more affordable for stu-

dents and their families. The Iron Range’s future depends on an educated workforce. That will be a top priority 

for me in St. Paul. 

Job Creation 

The key to growing jobs in Minnesota is passing initiatives to help businesses grow. A strong 

business climate is critical to create more jobs. I also stand by workers 

who dedicate their lives to helping businesses grow and be profitable, and will be a strong voice 

in St. Paul to protect employee pensions. 

Healthcare 

Minnesota has long been known for its quality healthcare options. I will always fight for funding so we can attract doctors, 

dentists and nurses to our communities; keep our hospitals open and accessible to all; and support our nursing homes who  

give amazing care to some of our most vulnerable citizens. 

Gun Control 

Hunting is a way of life in the Iron Range. I support responsible gun 

ownership and the 2nd Amendment.  In an effort to become better educated on these issues, I 

completed a Minnesota Permit to Carry course through a Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act 

(LEOSA) licensed firearms trainer.   

Government Transparency 

I will always answer your requests for information and take your input into 

consideration when voting on issues. I want people to be able to connect to the services they 

need and to understand how effective government can make a difference in people’s lives. I will oppose shifts and gimmicks 

to “solve” budget deficits, for example, taking money from students and seniors to pay for transportation projects, 

and I support sustainable funding options that account for inflation. 

http://www.juliesandstede.com/


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Hillary Rodham Clinton—www.hillaryclinton.com/    

(excerpts from Clinton website) 

Hillary Clinton has served as secretary of state, senator from New York, first lady of the 

United States, first lady of Arkansas, a practicing lawyer and law professor, activist, and 

volunteer—but the first thing her friends and family will tell you is that she’s never for-

gotten where she came from or who she’s been fighting for. 

As first lady, Hillary tenaciously led the fight to reform our health care system so that all families would have access to the 

care they need at affordable prices. When the insurance companies and other special interests defeated that effort, Hilla-

ry didn’t give up. She worked with Republicans and Democrats to help create the successful Children’s Health Insurance 

Program, which provides health coverage to more than 8 million children and has helped cut the uninsured rate for chil-

dren in half. 

In 1995, Hillary led the U.S. delegation to Beijing to attend the U.N. Fourth World Conference on Women, despite being 

told by some officials not to go. She gave a groundbreaking speech, declaring that “human rights are women’s rights, and 

women’s rights are human rights once and for all”—inspiring women around the world. 

In 2000, Hillary was elected to the U.S. Senate. 

After the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Hillary pushed the Bush administration to secure $20 billion to rebuild 

New York and fought to provide health care for responders who were at Ground Zero. Hillary worked across the aisle to 

expand TRICARE, giving members of the Reserves and National Guard and their families better access to health care. 

When Congress wouldn’t do enough for rural areas and small towns, Hillary didn’t back down. She launched an innovative 

partnership in New York with eBay and local colleges to provide small businesses with tech support, microloans, and train-

ing programs to sell their goods online. She helped expand broadband to remote areas of the state, and she launched 

Farm-to-Fork, an initiative to help New York farmers and producers sell their products to New York’s restaurants, schools, 

colleges, and universities. 

In 2008, Hillary ran for president. 

When she came up short, she gave a powerful speech thanking her supporters and threw her support behind then-

Senator Barack Obama. She campaigned hard to make sure there was a Democrat in the White House. 

And when President Obama asked Hillary to serve as his secretary of state, she put aside their hard-fought campaign and 

answered the call to public service once again. 

After eight years of Bush foreign policy, Hillary was instrumental in the effort to restore America’s standing in the world. 

Even former Republican Secretary of State Henry Kissinger said she “ran the State Department in the most effective way 

that I’ve ever seen.” 

She built a coalition for tough new sanctions against Iran that brought them to the negotiating table and she brokered a 

ceasefire between Israel and Hamas that ended a war and protected Israel’s security. She was a forceful champion for 

human rights, internet freedom, and rights and opportunities for women and girls, LGBT people, and young people all 

around the globe. 

Platform:  www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/ 

https://www.hillaryclinton.com/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/
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