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A Message from President Sharon Kearney - 

      Summer and warm weather are finally here and I 

am ready for a relaxing summer, as I am sure you are. I 

think it has been a great year for AAUW. Our book sale 

was very successful this year and we were able to give 

many scholarships and donations and we sponsored 

some excellent programs. I also think we had an enjoy-

able year with several interesting programs and we got 

a start on some interesting small groups, which we will 

expand on next year. I hope everyone has a wonderful 

summer and I look forward to seeing you again in the 

fall at the Northland Get Together on September 9th.  
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Contact Us 
Give us a call for more information 

about AAUW-Hibbing.  

Sharon Kearney,  President 

Phone:  218-263-3946 

Email: rskearney@q.com 

Visit us on the web at :  

AAUW-MN 

 

Visit us on FB:  

AAUW Hibbing Area—MN Branch  

http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-mn.aauw.net/branches/hibbing/


“Engage. Educate. Empower”  

                                                                  AAUW MN STATE CONVENTION 

The 88th convention of AAUW-MN convened Friday, April 28—29 in Willmar, MN. The theme of the 

convention has been chosen: “Engage. Educate. Empower.”  Participants “engaged” during a variety of 

activities and speakers. Participants were “educated” by the enrichment sessions, and we left the two-

day convention “empowered” to become leaders ready to promote AAUW.   

On Saturday, a choice of five workshops includes:   

 Marketing AAUW to Engage Millennials: Brittney Odens, Rice Hospital  B.  

 Leaders in Action---The Willmar 8 Forty Years Later”: Irene Wallin and Colleagues 

 Funding AAUW Programs: Dave Kirkwood, National Board Member  

During the business meeting, Hibbing branch member, Jan Carey was elected State Vice President of 

Public Policy.  A group activity was provided to the reknown Barn Theater.  

PHOTO MEMORIES 

 

  

Next State Convention…   

       Faribault, MN  
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WELCOME  

NEW MEMBERS!  

 
 

Bobbi Bouvier  

Maria Sertich  

Erica Larson  

Sara Merfeld  

Rosie Riley  

Peggy Graham  

 

You have become a member of a powerful community that 

breaks through barriers facing women and families today. 

Established in 1881, AAUW advances equity for women 

and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and 

research. Minnesota has a membership of over 2,000 in 

our 30 branches spread over the state. It ’s a dynamic or-

ganization with a long record of affecting change on is-

sues of importance to women, such as education, equity in 

the workplace and sex discrimination.  

 

If you know of any prospective members, please send 

their names, addresses, and phone numbers to Maria Ser-

tich,  new Membership VP,   mcorrad2@live.com  or call 

her at 969-0940.  Maria and her committee will begin 

working in July.  

 

 



FOCUS GROUPS 

BEGIN 

The Women’s Issues 

small group meets 

monthly.  It is actively 

pursuing program collab-

orations.   Group activi-

ties include the Movie 

Focus Group.  Movies are 

selected that feature 

strong female characters.  

 

Grow AAUW’s mission 

through participation in a 

Focus Group.  Small 

groups will strengthen, 

engage  and energize 

members—new & veter-

an.—to the mission, vi-

sion, policies and actions 

of AAUW.  

 

If your small group has 

an announcement, please 

reply to Sharon Kearney 

and Jan Carey for publica-

tion and announcement 

of activity. 

During the May branch meeting, 

the branch announced its scholar-

ship winners for 2017.  

Hibbing Community College stu-

dents, Marissa Johnson, Jade Bird-

sall, Madeline Groettum, Rachel 

Christensen, were presented 

$1,200 awards. Meg Justinson was 

awarded the Vida B. Adams Schol-

arship award of $1,200. 

Collegians Scholarships of $1,000 

each were awarded to Kathleen 

Rudberg and Jordan Hyduke from 

Hibbing High School.  Lillian 

Kulhmann from Nashwauk-

Keewatin High School and Maya 

Ziemba from Hibbing High School each received a $1,000 STEM Colle-

gian scholarship.  

All scholarships are supported by proceeds from the AAUW Hibbing 

Branch Book Sale.   

Congratulations to each scholarship recipient.  

 

Meet our new branch Membership 

Vice President...Maria Sertich 

Please contact Maria with prospective 

membership and additional infor-

mation regarding membership. 

Email: mcorrad2@live.com   

Phone: 969-0940.  

 

Pictured, l to r: AAUW Scholarship co-

chair Pam Nichols, and scholarship re-

cipients, Rachel Christensen, Meg Jus-

tinson and Jade Birdsall.  



Public Policy: 2017-2018 

by Jan Carey, Vice President, AAUW-MN Public Policy  

Public Policy “Program or Priorities”?    

AAUW-National recently conducted an election which included Bylaws changes and resolutions.  One 

Bylaw change asked members to change Public Policy Program to Public Policy Priorities.  It passed 

by an overwhelming margin.  It was recommended by legal counsel, as the bylaws do not present pro-

grams for the approval of the membership. It is the Board of Directors who have the responsibility of 

determining AAUW programs after consultation with AAUW staff and ensuring the programs are con-

sistent with member-adopted AAUW public policy resolutions. Members have noted that what is 

called the “Public Policy Program” sets the priorities for advocacy and action. Therefore, the member-

proposed amendment to change the name resolves the issue highlighted by legal counsel while retain-

ing the member right to decide advocacy priorities. 

 

Resolutions Adopted by the National 

Two resolutions were proposed and on the election ballot. Both  passed by wide margins.  The two 

resolution topics are:  Equal Rights Amendment resolution and Human trafficking resolution.  

 

Topics  Proposals for AAUW Public Policy Program 

By every-member vote, every two years AAUW establishes the federal action priorities on which 

AAUW members across the country focus their advocacy efforts and guides the work of the national 

staff and state action. Public Policy Program underscores AAUW’s mission of advancing equity for 

women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research and speaks to women’s 

needs, aspirations, and concerns across the life span.  

The following topics were passed by members, during the election:   

 Environmental sustainability,   Gun violence,   Diversity & inclusion,   Sexual health,  

 Equity in salary & benefits,   Quality & affordable child care,  Voting Rights & affirmative action,  

 Reproductive health decisions,   and Definition of self.  

 

State Board Meeting Scheduled 

AAUW-MN State board will meet Saturday, July 8, 2017.  Discussion of the results of the election and 

actions at the national convention will be high priorities.   



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   

AAUW-HIBBING BRANCH TO HOST NORTHLAND GET TOGETHER 



Introducing  

EMPOWER 
A new initiative at Hibbing Community College to support  

WOMEN in non-traditional career programs 

 

 
 

Open House 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Hibbing Community College Commons 
 

EMPOWER is open to WOMEN who enroll in one of these training programs:   
 

Auto Technician, Diesel Technician, Law Enforcement, Industrial Systems Tech,  

IT Networking, Electrical Maintenance, or Heating & Cooling Technician 
 

Please join us and get your questions answered about college, get help with your 

paperwork, or take a tour.  Learn how EMPOWER can provide support 

 to you during your training from enrollment through graduation!   

 
Bring your family! 



A memorable May included an insightful branch meeting program presentation on 

the subject of the ‘Homeless in our Area’. Numerous questions and comments by 

members indicated a strong interest and awareness of the issue.  

 

 

 

Branch memories were made at the May branch meeting by 

announcing member honorees. Branch members were award-

ed a service pin, certificate and rose for their years of service 

and membership.  These dedicated women collectively repre-

sent over 200 years of membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

The branch was represented by member Pam Nichols Klune at a 

Habitat for Humanity Open House.  Branch members donated 

new books for the owner and her family.  Happy reading!  

 

                                 

                         

 

Hibbing Branch Highlights: Making a Difference 

L to R: Anita Forte, Mary Faye, Sylvia Dahl-

Lehman, Barb Wojciak, Mariann Lowen 

Pam Nichols-Klune presented a box of 

books to Habitat for Humanity home-

owner, Alexa Colemer, at the grand 

Sharon Kearney, right, American Association of University Women 

(AAUW) president, presents a donation to Library Specialist April 

Larson, children’s services for the Hibbing Public Library’s Summer 

Reading program for children. AAUW has supported the program 

for over 20 years.  

Supporting the Hib-

bing Public Library                                    

Summer Reading 

program is an annual 

goal.  



The Heart of the Arrowhead 

403 Highland Drive 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Heart of the Arrowhead : AAUW-Hibbing Branch Newsletter is compiled by Jan Carey and member           

contributors.  c2017  

Mark your calendars  for the Guthrie Theater perfor-

mance of “Romeo & Juliet”, Saturday, October 28, 

2017.  Kathy has reserved the best seats in the house 

for the performance. Price and departure times will be 

announced  to those with reservations.  

 kathyanngargano@yahoo.com                  Phone: 218-403-0204 
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