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This year we raised $19,600 which is a phenomenal amount of money for a three day sale!  

Actually, it would be phenomenal for a week-long sale! The amount is the highest for any 

sale we have held. Included in the total is $2,000 from the Kentucky book seller who pur-

chased ALL of our leftover books. In ADDITION to the total, we received the following do-

nations which paid the rent, after-hours custodian fees, and insurance:                                                                                                    

Sponsors: Keewatin Fire Dept. Association       L & M Radiator      Dr. Jan Baldwin                      

Donors:    Marilyn Kaeli      MN Twist Drill          Contributor:  Mary Jean Waters                      

Friends:  Ford of Hibbing     Virginia Connor        Dr. Patty Stone,      Kim Johnson                       

Thank you very much for your generosity .    These contributions allow us to use the profits 

of our sale for scholarships and fellowships. 

Accomplishing the overwhelming task of being ready for the sale in only five days was 

amazing.  This required hauling, sorting, and displaying approximately 70,000 books.  We 

saw steady progress from each worker and each shift.  Many worked extra shifts and hours 

so we would be ready on time.  Several members enlisted the help of relatives. Then we 

began the work of the sale and finally clean up. 

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way.  The sale would not be possible without 

you.  Your cooperation, creative ideas, dedication and very, very hard work are to be com-

mended. 

As usual, much hard work by members and others brought about a highly successful 

book sale with profits up from last year.  Congratulations and a heartfelt thank you to 

all who participated. 

As we enjoy more daylight and rising temperatures, let there be a renewal of our com-

mitment to AAUW's principles. 
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Named Grant Honoree  

Thanks to the AAUW members who raised $14, 500 at our 2014 Book Sale, our 

branch was able to contribute $1,250 to the National AAUW, in honor of Theresa 

Nelson Cox.   

Theresa is our Named Brant Honoree in appreciation of her significant contribu-

tions to the missions of AAUW. 

Theresa has been a member for 16 years and during that time, she has been a tire-

less worker at the Book Sale.  Whenever Theresa sorts books with other members, 

there is always much laughter.  She is known as our romance specialist so she is 

very busy in that huge areas of the books.  

Theresa is always thinking of other workers by bringing delicious treats most days 

of sorting and selling. 

During our 2015 Book Sale, Theresa brought her husband to work and he even 

packed books until the very end of the sale.  

Theresa has been active in membership by bringing in new members who also 

work hard at the Book Sale. 

The Hibbing branch donation in Theresa’s name was designated to the Jane Skin-

ner American Fellowship.  

Barb Wojciak (l) presenting to Honoree Teresa 

Nelson Cox (r) 

AAUW  

Mission:   

AAUW 

advances 

equity for 

women & 

girls through 

advocacy, 

education, 

philanthropy 

and research. 

AAUW has been empowering women as individuals and as a community since 1881. 

For more than 130 years, we have worked together as a national grassroots organi-

zation to improve the lives of millions of women and their families. 

Our Programs focus on the cutting edge themes.  We do it through:  Research, Cam-

pus Leadership, STEM, Public Policy, Legal Advocacy, Educational Funding & Awards,  

Global Connections, Member Focused Leadership. 

Learn more  @     

  http://www.aauw.org/who-we-are/ 

  http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/  

 

AAUW Empowers Women 

AAUW Literature Group meets March 24, 7 pm,  at the home of Rita Giesler, 3425 Outer 

Drive.  Carol Boben will assist as hostess.  Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline will be dis-

cussed.  All are welcome.  
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Birthday Bags. 

When your 

birthday is within 

the month of a 

branch meeting, 

create a non-

gender-specific  

gift for a young 

person. Bring the 

gift to the branch 

meeting.  The gifts  

will be delivered 

to the Salvation 

Army for 

disbursement.   

BOOK SALE THANK YOU...from Barb Wojciak, Book Sale Chair 

Special thanks must go to the following who contributed to the record-breaking sale. 

 Lynn Daniels for allowing people to take books to her garage day or night and providing  

her  basement for sorting                                                                                                                                                  

Publicity – Marilyn Kaeli                                                                                                                                                 

Map maker, flyer and sign designer extraordinaire – Stefanie Carlson                                                          

Collages – Anita Forte                                                                                                                                

Flyer distribution sheets – Sharon Kearney                                                                                                   

Picking up and storing hundreds of tomato crates from Super 1 – Rita Geisler                                          

Treasurer- Sharon Kearney worked three days counting and depositing money                                

Hauling and helping with preparation – HCC Engineering Club & HHS Key Club 

This year we needed extra help in many ways.  Thank you to the following friends and 

relatives: 

Amelia Bovitz, Bert Brandstrom, Devin Carlson, Ed Cox, Ernie Hummel, Ken Kapella,             

Bob Kearney, Lee Lehman, Tom Olin, Mary McDermid, Tom Miller, Brian Moody,           

Pam & Darrell Rundell, Mark & Rebecca Sauer, Peter Waselk.  I apologize if I have for-

gotten anyone.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Once again, it was my pleasure, privilege, and honor to work with fabulous people to 

raise money for scholarships.  No task was too big or small for you to undertake.                                                                                      

You never gave up even when the work was overwhelming.  Throughout the five days, 

you maintained your friendliness and sense of humor and worked harder and longer 

than you planned without complaining. I appreciated working with you. 

Let’s look forward to another successful sale in 2016! 

Barb Wojciak accepting $1,000 donation from  

Jeff Graves, Keewatin Firemen's Relief Associa-

tion . 

2015 AAUW Minnesota State Convention 
April 10 – 11, 2015 

Historic Hormel Home 
Austin, Minnesota 

  

Register now for the 86th AAUW Minnesota Convention 

http://aauw-mn.aauw.net/files/2012/07/AAUW-2015-state-convention-registration-form.pdf
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Spring brings an exciting set of opportunities for AAUW members like you to influence public policy at the federal, state, and local 

levels. From Equal Pay Day in April to the final days of state legislative sessions across the country, spring is a busy and productive 

time. 

 

That's why I want to make sure you're aware of the resources from our AAUW policy shop to help you spring into spring and make 

the most of these policy opportunities! Here are some of the key resources and tools available to you: 

 

- Position papers and "Quick Facts" one-pagers that provide a solid primer on AAUW priority issues (hint: these are great items to 

give to lawmakers during your legislative advocacy days and in-district meetings!) 

- State-specific fact sheets on the gender pay gap by congressional district 

- Official AAUW letters sent to Congress and the administration, which can provide guidance for your own state or branch letters 

to state or local officials 

- How-to guides for advocacy activities such as cake deliveries, rallies, letters to the editor, tabling, petitions, house meetings, 

voter registration, and more! 

- Sample proclamations to mark key days of action in your state and community 

- "Leadership Essentials" for public policy chairs to help orient new state and branch public policy chairs (and give prospective 

public policy chairs a sense of what the role entails!) 

- Printable sign-up sheets for AAUW Action Network that you can use at branch meetings and events to help grow our e-advocacy 

network of Two-Minute Activists (the sign-up sheets also contain an option for people to sign up for Washington Update!) 

- An online system that enables AAUW state leaders to set up state-specific "Two-Minute Activist" alerts on their own so that you 

can contact state elected officials with just a few clicks! (Some states are already doing awesome work with this tool, and we're 

excited to roll out our plan later this spring to bring training and implementation to more states.) 

- Free stickers, posters, and other "AAUW swag" available for order through the upcoming policy events form 

 

And, of course, the weekly Washington Update newsletter is your top resource for the latest public policy information and up-

dates from the AAUW policy shop.  

 

Questions about any of these resources? Got an idea for a new resource? Want to let us know about your latest and greatest 

public policy idea? Please don't hesitate to reach out to the fab public policy team by e-mailing us at advocacy@aauw.org or call-

ing 202.785.7793. 

 

Thanks for all you do – we look forward to springing into action with you and helping you advance AAUW policy priorities! 

 

Yours in AAUW, 

Lisa M. Maatz 

Vice President of Government Relations, AAUW National 

Go to  www.aauw.org  to register for the National Conven-

tion.   

http://www.aauw.org/resource/quick-facts-on-title-ix/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/action-network-sign-up-sheet/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/washington-update/
http://www.aauw.org/
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Book Sale Tidbits:  “We work like animals. We are AAUW Animals.” 

As we work together we find there are many extra benefits of working for the sale which keep us going year 

after year.  

New members Pam Brandt, Reynay Gerdes, and Sandi Olson were enthusiastic and learned what work need-

ed to be performed in a “trial by fire” situation.  It also gave us all a chance to get to know one another. 

On Thursday before sale day, students from the HHS special education 

class arrived.  They with their teachers and parents enjoyed purchasing 

books in a quiet friendly atmosphere.  One student loved his Star Wars 

books.  One girl asked if I would take her picture. 

I mentioned to Jan Carey that I was amazed we had time to sort most of 

the books in the back room.  She replied, “Of course, the members work 

like animals.  They are focused.” 

Ernie Hummel was surprised when he found a new category of books in a 

pile.  It was labeled Sylvia. 

Todd Ufford, AAUW member, again brought high school students from Eveleth-Gilbert to provide an oppor-

tunity for buying books. 

Helen Thron and Fran Gardeski were selling together when they heard ringing sounds.  Several times they 

checked their phones. A customer told them that the sound was probably coming from a children’s book! 

One customer was very irate with Theresa Nelson because she could not find Danielle Steele’s book Palomi-

no.  She had been looking for a few years.  A few hours later, Theresa did find it but the woman already left 

the building. 

A man told a member the story that his apartment building had burned down and he lost everything.  He 

purchased books on all three days of the sale.  On Sunday, he was very excited to find his favorite book, a 

classic, that had been destroyed by the fire. 

Lincoln school teacher, Jennifer Benedict, brought her class to the sale Friday afternoon.  Everyone went 

home with a book they had chosen. 

The “it’s too good to be true” booksellers from Kentucky did arrive in Hibbing Thursday night.  They shopped 

all three days and purchased approximately 20,000 leftover books. 

Experienced AAUW member, Ruth Kampsula, worked with our newest member, Pam Brandt, to protect and 

save bags of books for customers on Sunday.  Customers really appreciated their efforts. 

Theresa Nelson has a niece who collects anything about Elvis.  Theresa was delighted to purchase the huge 

Elvis book for her. 

Becky Kapella always seemed to find people to talk to who are from Iowa!  

A common malady of many workers seemed to be walking somewhere and then forgetting why they were 

there! 

  We did provide thousands of books to people at very inexpensive prices.  Many customers shared how 

much they appreciated the sale.  They realized they were getting great deals so added a donation. 
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In Remembrance 

To our AAUW members no longer with us.  

In Loving Memory of those who are  

forever present in our Hearts.                         

 

Amy Vadis 

 

You are missed. 

AAUW-Hibbing 

Contacts: 

 
Marilyn Kaeli, President 

Phone: 263-3431 

Email: mkaeli@msn.com 

Chris Magnusson, 

Membership chair 

  

Jeannie Brandstrom & 

Sue Moody, Program 

chairs 

Mary Petron, Public 

Policy chair,  

Shanna Eskeli & 

Nichols Klune, 

Scholarships chairs 

Barb Wojciak, Book 

Sale 

Kathy Gargano, Cultural 

Interest 

 

AAUW 

Mission:   

AAUW 

advances 

equity for 

women & 

girls through 

advocacy, 

education, 

philanthropy 

and research. 

Heart of the Arrowhead: AAUW-Hibbing branch newsletter is compiled by Jan Carey and member contributors.  c2015. 

AAUW—Hibbing Officers and Committees: 

2014/15 

Officers— 

President:  Marilyn Kaeli 

Secretary:   

Treasurer:  Sharon Kearney 

Membership: Chris Magnusson 

Programs: Sue Moody / Jeannie Brandstrom 

Committees— 

Book Sale:  Barb Wojciak 

Cultural Interest:  Kathy Gargano 

Donations: President, Past President, Treasurer, Book   

  Sale, others TBA  

Fund Raising:  Lynn Daniels 

Future Collegians:  Kathy Nyberg 

Literature: Sylvia Dahl-Lehman 

Newsletter: Jan Carey 

Public Policy:  Mary Petron 

Reservations: Linda Manney/Pat Corey 

Scholarship: Pam Nichols-Klune/Shanna Eskeli 

Sunshine:  Marilyn Kaeli 

Join AAUW-MN and AAUW 

Hibbing Branch on 

 Facebook 

 

http://www.facebook.com/

pages/AAUW-

Minnesota/143538659008414  

 

https://www.facebook.com/

hibbingaauw 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/AAUW-Minnesota/143538659008414
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AAUW-Minnesota/143538659008414
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AAUW-Minnesota/143538659008414
https://www.facebook.com/hibbingaauw
https://www.facebook.com/hibbingaauw

