Hastings Branch
October 2019

President’s Message
Lisa West
Dear Members,
Some broader AAUW information that may be of interest to you… The
AAUW MN Board met on October 5th and made a decision regarding a
2020 State Convention. There will be no
State Convention, but instead, an annual
meeting will be conducted in late April.
Statewide members will be welcome to
attend the meeting, but we’ll also be
“televising” it in some way so that
members can gather and watch the meeting
from there remote locations. Ballots for
electing Board members, voting on
resolutions, and voting on possible bylaws
or standing rules changes will be mailed to
members and/or voting will be available online. There are many details to
work out at this point, but I’ll provide timely updates as this meeting takes
shape.
Plans for an AAUW Regional Convention are well underway. Some early
information for you all to consider is that the Regional Convention of 11
states, from Indiana and Michigan, down through Missouri and Oklahoma to
Texas, will be held in the Quad Cities – Moline, Illinois, June 18-20, 2020.
The Convention will begin mid-day on June 18th and extend through midday June 20th. The preliminary registration cost is around $175. And with
the recent State Convention cost of $165, this is a great deal, relative to the
caliber of speakers and programming being assembled, including Kim
Churches, AAUW CEO. Hotel rooms will cost $145 (including taxes and
fees), and if split by at least a couple of people, is also a nice price. I hope all
of you will consider attending this somewhat historic, first of this many
states, Midwest AAUW Regional Convention. More details to come…
October Quote: “Don’t just stand for the success of other women – insist on it.”
~ Gail Blanke

Program
Tina Folch & Deb Saunders
Challenges Young Women Face in Academia
Margaret Semrud-Clikeman, PhD
received her doctorate from the
University of Georgia in 1990. She
completed an internship and
postdoctoral fellowship at the
Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 14 ………...…………..……… Book Club
Oct. 28 ……….………...……General Meeting

HASTINGS BRANCH
Meets on Mondays
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
1401 15th Street West,
Hastings, Minnesota 55033

2019-2020 PROGRAMS
September 23, 6:00 pm
Groundwater Protection
Jill V Trescott

Salad Supper

October 28, 7:00 pm
Challenges Young Women Face in Academia
Dr. Margaret Smerud-Clikman
November 25, 7:00 pm
Documentary Film: Women Outward Bound
Maxine Davis
December 9, 6:30 pm
Hidden Greens Event Center
Food, Music and Celebration
January 27, 6:00 pm
Navigating Loss and Grief
Donna Mathiowitz

Holiday Party

Chili Supper

February 24, 7:00 pm
History of Hastings Part 3
Heidi Langenfeld
March 23, 7:00 pm
College Possible
Amy Browender
April 27, 6:00 pm
Local Comedian Janet Martin
May 18, 7:00 pm
Dementia Friends
Colleen Fritsch

Spring Social

Book Sale

Medical School (MGH) and received a post-doctoral
neuroscience fellowship at MGH from NIH to study
neuropsychological and brain morphology in children with
ADHD. Her dissertation was awarded the Outstanding
Dissertation of the Year Award from the Orton Dyslexia
Society. She continues her research interests in the areas of
ADHD and educational neuroscience. She worked on research
in ADHD, 18q- syndrome, and autistic spectrum disorders
with Dr. Plizska at UTHSCSA.

Book Club
Shirley Tammen
October 14, 100pm – large conference room at the Pleasant
Hill Library: Lisa See’s novel The Island of Sea Women will
be discussed. The book centers on the lifelong friendship of
two women divers from an island off Korea before and after
the turmoil of the Korean War.
NOTE: We have changed the location and time of our
monthly meetings

Dr. Semrud-Clikeman was awarded a NIH grant to study the
effects of stimulant medication on neuropsychological
functioning. Dr. Semrud-Clikeman and her students have
developed a social competence intervention that has been
successfully piloted. In 1999 she was awarded the Early
Career Contributions award from the National Academy of
Neuropsychology. She has also been awarded support for her
work studying NVLD and Asperger Syndrome from a private
foundation.

November 11, 1:00pm: Women’s Work: A Reckoning with
Work and Home by Megan K. Stack will be discussed. As a
foreign correspondent living in Beijing, Stack was working
from home when her first child was born and she soon found it
was impossible to keep up with caring for a baby and the
housework at home. This led her to decide that she would hire
cheap Chinese labor to assist her. She soon realized, as did
many women in similar situations did, the ethical compromise
they had to make.

Dr. Semrud-Clikeman was recently awarded intramural
funding for her study of executive function and attention
problems in children who survive cerebral malaria in Malawi.
Currently Dr. Semrud-Clikeman is working with professors at
the University of Padua Italy on a project with neuroimaging
and nonverbal learning disabilities. She is also working in
Uganda on a project evaluating the late effects of cerebral
malaria neuropsychologically.

Camille Nelson will host this meeting at her home in
Vermillion. (The library is closed.) If members wish to
carpool to Camille’s home, please meet at St. Philip’s parking
lot at 12:40pm.
Books at the Bierstube
Thursday, October 17: Minnesotan and forensics expert Frank
Weber will speak. His latest thriller is titled Last Call. Dinner
at 5:30, speaker and discussion at 6:30.

She has published more than 80 articles, 90 chapters, 7
textbooks, and given over 200 presentations at national and
international conferences. Dr. Semrud-Clikeman holds the
rank of Professor of Pediatrics and is the Division Director of
Clinical Behavioral Neuroscience at the University of
Minnesota Medical School.

.

Treasurer’s Report
Mary Charlson

Membership

We had an active financial month, including deposits from the
garage sale and membership dues. Additional cash donations
to our annual garage sale reached an amount of $2,967.25.
Membership renewal dues were deposited from four members
and one new member.

Camille Nelson & Ruth Versaw
We welcome new member, Glenda Peak! A graduate of the
University of Alabama, Glenda has been a media specialist at
Hastings Middle School.
We now have 90 members and would love to see others join
our branch.
Please feel free to bring a guest at any time!
Also, please let us know if any changes are needed for our
2019-2020 membership directory.
Camille Nelson
Camille.nelson911@yahoo.com
651-437-2742

All expenses related to the garage sale have been paid.
National and Minnesota AAUW dues for five members were
remitted. Our checking account as of September 30th is
$6,492.45.

Ruth Versaw
ruth.versaw@gmail.com
218-259-2161
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We recognize that many community events could be
“stretched” into meeting an AAUW focus area, but we’ll
develop criteria/questions that must be met/answered prior to
sending emails to AAUW members or publishing items in the
Twig. These criteria will be available soon.

Community
Margaret Goderstad
Friends of LeDuc & Historic Hastings
- Victorian Holiday Teas: December 7 & 14 at 3:30pm.
Reservations required

We recognize the richness of the community events offered in
the Hastings area. However, notifying our AAUW-Hastings
membership of all these wonderful events is not the purpose or
intent of the contact information provided by members, or the
purpose of AAUW publications. Thank you for your
understanding in this matter.

Hastings Arts Center
- Coffee Concert: October 15 at 10:30am – Piano & Cello duo
- Stella Roma “Progressive World Music”: October 26 at
7:00pm – Reserve now
- Coffee Concert: November 5 at 10:30am – Matthew Harken
on Piano

Gadabouts

River Valley Band
- October 29 at 7:00pm at the Hastings High School with the
Hastings High School Band
- November 10 at 1:00pm at the Hastings Middle School with
the 204th Army Band from Ft. Snelling

Vicki Amundson, Karen Holmquist, & Nancy Techam

Mark your calendars and save the date for Christmastide with
the Celtic Sounds of SimpleGifts with Billy McLaughlin on
Tuesday, December 17, at the Masonic Heritage Center
in Bloomington. SimpleGifts make musical magic by bringing
a modern flair to traditional Christmas carols and hymns. The
show combines violin, Celtic whistle and bagpipes, piano,
acoustic guitar and percussion with angelic three part female
vocals to create a “modern Old-World” sounds. (Flyer
attached)

Orange Dragon Art Gallery (Prescott)
- Fall Exhibit - Continues through October 27 - Check for
hours.
HPAAC
Scholarships are available in any medium of art. Check
website (www.hpaac.org) for application instructions.

Price: $47 includes the matinee lunch of Stuffed Pork loin,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Vegetable Du Jour, Winter Salad,
Dinner Roll, Assorted Desserts, Coffee/Hot tea.
Contact: Karen Holmquist kholmquist@frontiernet.net

More from the President…
Lisa West
AAUW Communication Parameters

Historian

AAUW is a mission-based organization focused on advancing
gender equity through research, education, and advocacy.
These AAUW focuses will be reflected in future email
communications and AAUW publications to Hastings Branch
members.

Lisa Hedin

Congratulations Shirley
Member of AAUW for
50 years

Although we have a strong interest in supporting our local
community; it isn’t our AAUW newsletter editor’s job to send
out reminders to our membership for events that aren’t
AAUW-related or mission-based. Please don’t ask Linda
Bindman to do that. Educational and community events
regarding gender equity, women’s issues, AAUW focus areas,
etc., and events sponsored or co-sponsored by AAUW are
examples of AAUW mission-based events. If you’re unsure
whether your event qualifies as AAUW mission-based, please
run it past me and I’ll forward it to Linda, if it qualifies; or
Linda will send your request to me first, if you send it directly
to her. I’ll review requests as quickly as possible.
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The December event will be Christmastide with the Celtic
Sounds of SimpleGifts with Billy McLaughlin on December
17, 2019. Stay tuned for more information

Secretary
Betty Hoeschen

Patty Todnem had a sign-up for refreshments for this year’s
meetings.

The AAUW Hastings Branch met Monday, September 23,
2019, at 6:00 PM, at St. Philip’s Church. The meeting was
called to order by President Lisa West at 6:53 PM following a
salad meal, shared and provided by the 65 members present.
She welcomed everyone to the beginning of our program year.
Both state and national conventions are changing this year.
There has not been a branch willing to host a state convention
in 2020, so a mini convention is being considered centered
around a Legislative Day with some training sessions. There
will not be a National Convention, but planning has begun on
a Regional Convention, June 18 & 19, 2020, in Moline,
Illinois. Eleven states have expressed an interest in attending.

Shirley Tammen reported the Book Club will meet the second
Monday of the month, at 1:00 PM, at the library. The book
being discussed in October is The Island of Sea Women, by
Lisa See.
Pam Pontzer reported the Feminism Club, at the high school,
will be discussing the book Watch Us Rise, by Renee Watson.
She will be donating money for them to buy books for
members. If anyone wishes to participate in the purchase, talk
to Pam.
Glenda Schnirring shared a few facts about the scholarships
AAUW provides for women. The first scholarships given by
National were in 1888, in the amount of $350. More facts are
to come.

Pat Powers moved the minutes of the May meeting be
approved as published in the Twig. Gail Glashan seconded
and the motion passed.
Mary Charlson reported a checkbook balance of $6,616.90,
including the garage sale income of $2,794.25. Lisa Hedin
moved that the report be approved and Glenda Schnirring
seconded. The motion passed.

Margaret Goderstad reminded us of community events
including those at the LeDuc Historic Estate, the Hastings Arts
Center, and community concerts. HPAAC outgoing president
Dick Graham and new president Kathy O’Keefe are both
AAUW members.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Ceil Strauss thanked members for all the work done by
members to make the garage sale another success. There is a
need for space to store the racks used in the sale. If you have a
space, talk to Ceil Strauss or Tricia Hawkins. Lisa West
thanked Ceil Strauss and Tricia Hawkins for all their work in
organizing the sale.

Camille Nelson introduced three visitors.
A letter from Kim Churches was read, awarding Shirley
Tammen with an Honorary Life Membership for 50 years of
AAUW membership.
The League of Women Voters, along with AAUW, is hosting
a forum for school board candidates, Wednesday, October 2,
2019, at the Hasting Middle School. Tina Folch passed a signup sheet for volunteers.

Mary Ellen Olson reported another school supply project
sponsored by Hastings Family Service was a success. Over
280 families received supplies. School supplies are need
throughout the school year, so continue to donate to HFS.

AAUW is very active at the state and national level, working
with issues significant to improving working conditions for
women. Pat Powers reviewed a few such actions, including
the September 8, 2019, event at the State capital, celebrating
Minnesota’s passage of the 19th Amendment, the court case of
the University of Duluth’s women’s hockey coach, the
WCCW group working to get people to vote, and the Gloria A
Life, play at the History Theater.

Member, Kelsey Waits, is having a kick-off for her bid for the
Minnesota House of Representatives, District 54B, Tuesday,
October 1, 2019, at Spiral Brewery, in downtown Hastings.
Lisa West adjourned the meeting at 7:32 PM.
Tina Folch introduced Jill Trescott, from Dakota Count
Groundwater Protection Unit. She spoke about the
development of a long-range plan for the management,
quality, and quantity of water in Dakota County. Nick Egger,
Hastings Public Works Director, then spoke about Hastings
water issues. Additional community members joined us for the
discussion.

The first Gadabout trip for the year is a trip to the American
Swedish Institute on October 16, 2019. Carpools will leave
from St. Phillip’s at 10:45 AM for lunch at the French
Meadow Bakery and Cafe followed by the tour at 1:00 PM.
Vicki Amundson needs the $20.00 cost by October 9, 2019.
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Web Page

AAUW Mission Statement
AAUW advances equity for women and girls through
advocacy, education and research.

Mary Ellen Fox
Accidentally delete your email with the latest directory?
Forget where our meeting is located this month?
Then, check the website!
Here's the link: https://hastings-mn.aauw.net/
Member protected section PASSWORD: hastings2017

AAUW Vision Statement
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in
equity and education through research, philanthropy, and
measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of
women and girls.
Minnesota State Website
http://aauw-mn.aauw.net
National Website
https://www.aauw.org/

AAUW Hastings Board
President

-----------------

Co-VPs Membership ---

Lisa West
Camille Nelson
Ruth Versaw

Co-VPs Programs -------

Tina Folch
Deb Saunders

Secretary -------------------

Betty Hoeschen

Treasurer -----------------

Mary Charlson

AAUW Funds ------------

Glenda Schnirring

Book Club -----------------

Shirley Tammen

Community ---------------

Margaret Goderstad

Diversity -------------------

Marlys Schmitt

Gadabouts ---------------

Vicki Amundson
Karen Holmquist
Nancy Techam

Historian ------------------

Lisa Hedin

Hospitality ----------------

Nancy Ahn
Kathy Stockman
Patty Todnem

NCCWSL -----------------

Gail Glashan

Newsletter -----------------

Linda Bindman

Public Policy --------------

Pat Powers

Garage Sale ---------------

Tricia Hawkins
Ceil Strauss

Web Page ------------------

Mary Ellen Fox
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SimpleGiftsw
i th
Billy McLaughlin

CHRISTMASTIDE WITH THE CELTIC SOUNDS OF SIMPLEGIFTS/BILLY MCLAUGHLIN
Tuesday and Wednesday matinees, December 17 and 18, 1:00pm
SimpleGifts makes musical magic by bringing a modern flair to traditional Christmas carols
and hymns. The show combines violin, Celtic whistle and bagpipes, piano, acoustic guitar
and percussion with angelic three part female vocals to create a "modern Old-World" sound.
There is nothing ordinary about the arrangements this team delivers in concert!
Matinee lunch is at 11:30am. The menu is: Stuffed Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,
Vegetable Du Jour, Winter Salad, Dinner Roll, Assorted Desserts, and Coffee/Hot Tea/
Water. Please contact us in advance with any special dietary needs.

Reserve Your Group Today!
952-948-6506 www.masonicheritagecenter.org
Groups 10+ Show Only

$27 per person

Groups 10+ Lunch and Show

$47 per person (lunch at 11:30am)
Dates and prices subject to change.

The Ives Auditorium is located in the Minnesota Masonic Heritage Center at:
11411 Masonic Home Drive, Bloomington
Handicap accessible, convenient bus drop off, free parking, optional lunch available prior to the show in a separate dining room adjacent to the auditorium.

